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“Just a South African Girl Living in an Alabama World” 
 

“If it seems we are crazy, it is to bring glory to God. And if we are in our right minds, it is for your benefit.” 

2 Corinthians 5:13 

 

Perhaps you are new to my journey. You have received my letters month after month, wondering: άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǎƘŜ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΚ 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΚέ  

 

ά¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ нл {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΧέ  

 

In October 2013, after a year of saying “yes Lord, no Lord,” I surrendered to the Lord’s call to quit my job, sell my possessions, 

leave my family and friends, and travel to a somewhat familiar place to share hope and live life with orphaned and vulnerable 

children in Livingstone, Zambia. 3 years and 3 months ago, these feet departed South African soil, excited about the adventure 

ahead, yet unaware of what truly was to come. As in the past, I had my own plans, thoughts, and dreams.  

 

“You can make many plans, but the Lord’s purpose will prevail.” – Psalm 19:21 

 

Experiencing life with beautiful children, whom the Lord used to usher my heart, was a joy. Three year old David, abandoned 

by his parents, called me “mama” for the first time… unforgettable. Shaving the head of an innocent child, infected with HIV… 

honored to invest in her life. Fighting for the rights of a young girl being sold into sex slavery, humbled that the Lord called me 

to fight alongside her. Hearing the heart of a mama sharing the realities of life as a woman in Zambian culture… thankful that 

she would trust me so.  

 

There were so many treasured moments I will always hold dear to my heart, yet after only a few weeks of life in Zambia, I 

longed for home. Everything was different. Things were hard. Reality wasn’t easy. I began asking: “Why am I here Lord? What 

is my purpose for being here?”  

 

“Wait patiently for the Lord. Be brave and courageous. Yet wait patiently for the Lord.” – Psalm 27:14 

Grace Klein Community has a long, stable, Christ focused partnership with Kwathu Children’s Home. Over the years, Grace 
Klein Community teams have traveled across the world to serve, love, and encourage the children, staff, and leadership of 
Kwathu Children’s Home. In January 2014, the year I “just so happened” to be in Zambia, God sent a team of 11 Grace Klein 
Community members to serve at the children’s home for approximately 10 days. There’s no such thing as a coincidence. 
 
Wrecked for the ordinary. Spiritually, emotionally, physically. My heart and mind were in complete shambles the day the team 
departed Zambia on a flight back home.  The team reflected Christ in a way unbeknown to me. Their lives portrayed Him in 
their actions, their words displayed His compassion for His people, and His beauty was illuminated through their hearts. 
WRECKED. Wrecked by love. Wrecked by compassion. Wrecked by Jesus. 
 
I spent two nights in a village that week, with my tent pitched beside the river, desperate to hear from the Lord, trusting the 
hippos didn’t plan on making an appearance. In what felt like a time of chaos and confusion while being ruined for His 
Kingdom, I cried out to the Lord, seeking direction for my life. In those moments where I felt like I was at my end, Jesus was 
opening the pages of a brand new story. ά.ŀƳōŜƭŜƭŀέ He told me. άIƻƭŘ ƻƴΦέ God birthed something new in my heart that 
day, and nine months later I found myself on a flight to the United States, on behalf of Kwathu Children’s Home, to serve with 
Grace Klein Community.   
 
As the original two months of my stay in the states began drawing to a close, God spoke loud and clear to two families, and 
me, about remaining in the states for a longer period of time to advocate for the children’s home. As for God, His way is 
perfect.  
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Over two years has passed since my feet first stood on Alabama ground. Look what God has done… 
 
At Kwathu Children’s Home… 

¶ The first children’s home on the property has been completed, now home to 16 beautiful children. 

¶ The administration block has been completed, providing office space for the Directors and staff, as well as storage for 
tangible donations. 

¶ An additional well was placed on the property. There are now two wells on the property providing unlimited access to 
clean water. 

¶ A volunteer/staff house has been built on the property, providing accommodation for visiting volunteers/staff. 

¶ Kwathu Free Haven School opened its doors on January 2017, to 185 students. 

¶ Kwathu Children’s Home has branched out to love on the community around them through a weekly feeding 
program, every Monday thru Friday. The community mamas and children are ministered to through sharing of the 
word, song and dance activities lined up during the program. The community children are also given an opportunity 
to play and have fun at the children’s play park at Kwathu Children’s Home. 

¶ Kwathu Children’s Home hosts a weekly art program where community children come to showcase their skills in 
painting and drawing. Roughly 25 children attend the program every Friday. The children really enjoy participating in 
this activity and don’t want to miss a day. Kwathu uses visual Christian Arts to reach out and explain the word of God 
to the children. 

¶ Kwathu Children’s Home invested in Highlands Creative Academy School, assisting in the revamp, to keep the school 
open. Currently 50 students attend the school, and Kwathu will be sending 16 children to Highlands Creative Academy 
through school sponsorship.  

¶ Kwathu Children’s Home began a tailoring program to grow the talents of the mamas - a dream come true for many 
years.  

 
And in me… 

¶ The Lord provided an opportunity for me to spend 7 weeks with my family and friends in South Africa after my first six 
months of being in the United States. 

¶ I was issued with a R1 Visa allowing me to remain in the states until February 2018, advocating for Kwathu Children’s 
Home through Grace Klein Community.  

¶ Through friends and anonymous givers, the Lord provided for unexpected dental work. It’s a blessing to be without 
dental pain! Still more appointments to go.  Thankful for the Lord’s continuous provision. 

¶ The Lord has restored such life and hope in my heart, and continues to wreck me for His glory. 

¶ I have spoken at various churches, small groups, retirement homes, homeschool groups, recovery support groups, 
and home gatherings, creating further awareness about Kwathu Children’s Home and sharing personal testimony of 
the Lord’s faithfulness.  

¶ I have had the opportunity of traveling to Ohio, Mississippi, Texas, Colorado, Missouri, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Georgia, and Tennessee for sharing opportunities and rest. So thankful to have such experiences!  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

 

Thank you to all who continue to invest in my life, as well as in the lives 

of the beautiful children at Kwathu Children’s Home.  

 

 

 

 


