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“It takes all kinds.” 
 

Community is a very strange thing. On the one hand it seems very natural; we’re surrounded by other people 
in most aspects of our daily lives, so of course we’ll live in community with them. On the other hand, it’s often 
very difficult and will inevitably be messy from time to time. Working in an environment that seeks to create 
and sustain community through serving together has introduced me to some very interesting people and 
situations. It’s been really cool to be a part of it and I’m curious about how such vastly different people who 
are certainly not always happy with each other can continue to serve together the way they do. 

You’d be hard pressed to find a more diverse group of people than the volunteers at GKC. We’ve got 
people from all over the world and vastly different walks of life and yet somehow we’ve all ended up in the 
same place working for a common cause. As beautiful as it is, though, with so much diversity there’s bound to 
be miscommunication and misinterpretation that happens on a regular basis and our community is no 
exception. Sometimes our volunteers get mad at each other and there’s some tension to deal with. 

I spent most of my adult life so far in a culture where when someone upsets you, you unleash the 
beast and make them pay for it or just cut them out of your life. Since that’s the way most people in that 
culture operate, no one thinks twice about it. What I’ve seen here, though, is when someone gets upset by 
another person’s actions they tend to separate from each other as much as they can until they can cool off 
and talk one on one about what went wrong. What results is an environment where we’re seeking to 
understand one another. While a few minutes or a day or two apart may be necessary, the purpose of the 
separation is to lead to a healthy mental state when the conversation happens. I think that atmosphere plays 
a huge role in how we’re able to work together despite our many differences. 

I’m constantly learning and growing thanks to our amazing volunteers. Seeing how dedicated they are 
to keeping peace, serving one another, and rallying together to serve those around us who are having a 
tough time is a constant inspiration to me. I try to but can’t possibly tell them enough how grateful I am for 
each and every one of them. 

You may have thought a community like ours is always full of smiling, happy people but that’s far from 
the truth. It’s very messy and full of broken people with life stories you couldn’t even imagine. Stories of 
grace, immeasurable pain, perseverance, great abundance, and great loss that have all somehow crafted 
dedicated servant hearts. A lot of our most dedicated volunteers are even currently in really tough situations 
and yet they come to serve and give with a broken heart and out of great poverty. I hope that you’ll be 
inspired by our volunteers like I am. You can never be too broken hearted to love or too poor to give. Rest 
assured that you don’t have to have it all together in order to make a 
positive impact on the world around you. 
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Please pray for me as I continue this 
journey.  If you are able to help with a 

donation, please write “Support for 
Giorgio” in the memo. 

All donations can be made online through gracekleincommunity.com/donate 

Checks can be mailed to the office. 


